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THE DEARBORN [NIDEPENDENT

A New York City Detective—and a Success

OWN in the bottom of her heart every woman By FRANCES L. (;A RS’DE

thinks she has the makings of a good detective.

She can tell when her husband has loaned money
to his relatives before he has really loaned it: she knew
long before the crash came that her neighbors were
spending more than they could afford; she intuitively
puts her finger on the criminal when there has been a
crime. and sometimes finds the wanted man! That she
doesn 't sincceed ofttener, she 1s t‘n't‘l\'ii‘lk‘{‘tl. is because
house-keeping, instead of the tracing of criminals, has
become her professwon,

Therefore, no woman will be surprised at learning
that a most successful detective on the New York
police force is a woman. In the case of Mrs. Mary
\  Sullivan. working with the police is almost an
inherited taste. many of her relatives bemg on the
police force: with this background and a woman's
native ability to ferret out a crime, she has become
one of the best known police detectives in the country.

She began her bBusiness career as a traveling sales-
woman for drugeist sundries, in itself an unusual
ceupation. and was on the road six years Feehng
then that her little il needed to see more ol her
mother. she took the civil service examination for
police matron, and just naturally drifted into the work
- letective
Her experience in the nine years she has been on the
force are thrillmg, amusing, heart-rending, and territy-
She has run the gamut of emotion in her work,
1f some dav, when her davs of active service are over,
she will st down at d write a story ol what she has
heent throueh it will be of the kind that will keep the
family up late reading o
k a woman makes a go d t’.L".\'x".i\'('." she said,
becanse 1t 18 casie r her t nake up tor the part.
[ have so changed my clothes, my complexion, my haur,
and mv general appearance that a lawyer on whom 1
calle k I SINCsSS CONnng cted \\'.fE'. a Case
didn't recognize me when [ appeared in my make-up
w! the cas o I the same atternoon
1 have ged and ered and taken a seat inthe
hack entrance of a saloon where, passing myself off as |
a keeper of a resort, I have gamed the ¢ wmfidence of the
and secured his conviction on violating the
W\ ¢ Mlave

L]

penny, will go repeatedly to ‘have their fortunes golg
| despair of my sex when I think of it

“Of all my experiences the one that almo caused
me to resign was the trailing down of a map ok
published a matrimonial paper in New Yol andi:
addition conducted a matrimonial agency. Foderal and
postal authorities had complamed ; 1t had
eyesore to the police department when one
called in by the chief and told that gettin
against the man was my next big ‘job.”
where my troubles began.

“1 called one Sunday afternoon, and . told 1
would have to pay ten dollars for services i securin
a husband, and 25 cents a month for dues, r('gug..
lar price, | was told, was five dollars, but T w.uld haye
to pay more for ‘special service.” Just why | had o
have special service, I do not know. I am not old, and
[ am i perfect health. 1 wondered afterward hoyw
much some of those I saw in his parlors ha! (o pay—
enough, 1 am sure. ’

“The application blank, when filled out, lei' nothing
untold. Was I affectionate? Could I cook® Was |
in good health? What was my age? Was | rarticular
about the church I attended? Had I a tem; What
was my occupation and what did I earn’ ‘

“1 put myselfi down as a housekeeper at fory
dollars a month. ‘Make it a hundred and twenty-five!
said he; 'Everyone has to camouflage a littlc in this
profession.’

“Then | was taken to a parlor where two score of
men sat on one side of the room, and as many women
on the other, and told to ‘mix in.' The surprising,
and pitiful feature was that this agency was conducted

‘ome an
[ was
{ '~'ffit‘.ncg
here 18

in an exclusive residence part of the city and that the
clientele was drawn from a class that had had every
advantage of education, all were middle age. or past,

and all were paying this man large sums of money
procure a mate

“In the four weeks that followed 1 was rted by
Italians. Greeks, rich old Americans, fathers of large
families, men looking for a wife as they would select
a horse, or any other beast of burden. 1 had my hand
held by so many men who thought they were making
an impression, and who were so obnoxious to me, that
1 think those four weeks were the longest of my hife

“On my evidence the man was arrested: he gave
bail, skipped it, and is now at large with the police of
the country looking for him. But somewher doubt,
he is again engaged in proving that Barnum Ty

“1 did detective work in apprehending the murderers

..
o

town | - of Herman Rosenthal. 1 have been engaged on many
W MRS, MARY A. SULLIVAN murder cases, and find, invariably, that a woman i
S¢ true to her sweetheart, and will not tell on him—so
X o1 Who has shown that women can succecd along new lines ICA".-;.' as she believes he 1s true to her. T« juce her
\ to tell, there must be evidence that he had another
Ve ghe sweetheart, and it is in playing one woman agamst
scliers come suspicious: M as ¢ s as wom another that 1 have done some successful work along
¢ stale 1 this partic this line. But it is heart-rending Women are s
s So. to me. there has been given the task of running  tragically loyal to brutes that one's heart hes for
¢ =1 nerable ¢liers 10 carn While engage them.
n this | have bee esented with an untold number of “1f a woman is not afraid; if she is
L« S hushands: scores of children; | have been promised discouraged; if she will work week after we
2 urneys over land and water; warned against dark- any results: if she has the patience of Job
compiected friends. et not jump at conclusions; if she can keep her
[t seems to any woman who goes to these as to her own business, and play skiliu e pant
$ s women must he is being duped: They reel off of the woman she assumes to be, remember 50 wel
PR JRIDR PO One fortune 15 so much like the the part she is playing that she can never trippe
other that I think if I told my first was the rest up in a misstatement, then she has ‘the maxings 012
e b("s.':.::-‘i = (.I':.'.“‘ fpa.r‘;_;_- \,"”‘ 5?;‘.,1}3:e women . '-" detective m her. The work i1s ha ‘-
vomen who know the real value of a dollar in beeisteak @ wbt. But there is a satisfaction m ‘'max cood’ o8
and potatoes, and the necessity of conserving ever) a job that is greater than | can express
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